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Overview:

Wikipedia is thought of just as an ordinary website 

for most internet surfers, like Google or You Tube. 
However, groups and organizations can use this 

free software to help optimize their website.

It is a simple solution to get your organizations 
name out there, all you need to do is understand the 

rules of using Wikipedia.
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What is Wikipedia?What is Wikipedia?

Wikipedia is a free online encyclopedia. 

It is offered in a variety of languages, 

and contributions to its articles can be 

made by anyone. This means that 

anyone can add articles or edit existing 

articles.
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Are the Articles Accurate?Are the Articles Accurate?

Since anyone can add or edit articles there is 

an uncertainty to the accuracy of the 

information. However, articles are monitored 

continuously, therefore if incorrect information 

is posted, it can be quickly fixed.

Wikipedia keeps a history of page changes, so 

if inaccurate changes are made, they can be 

fixed by selecting a previous history.
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Website OptimizationWebsite Optimization

Since Wikipedia is an electronic encyclopedia, it 

can contain links to websites it references. This 

ability gives your website greater search 

capabilities. Therefore if your website has an article 

it relates to on Wikipedia, it can be linked to that 

article. This gives your website much larger search 

capabilities to be noticed.

Articles allow for GPS coordinates to be added, 

which are directly linked with Google Earth.
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Wikipedia RulesWikipedia Rules

Although Wikipedia is a great informational site, 

and provides a great way to optimize your website, 

there are many rules involved with posting articles. 

It is important to be familiar with these rules, 

because they can lead to your article being 

removed.
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• Articles can not exhibit any sort of advertisement. 

The article should provide a neutral point of view, 

and can provide historical information.

• Wikipedia discourages people to write or edit 

articles in which you have a conflict of interest with. 

This means that they discourage you from writing 

articles about yourself or an organization you have 

vested interest with.
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• Organizations can not have an account with 

Wikipedia because it is against policy for two or 

more people to share an account.

• Information needs to be able to be verified by a 

third party source. This means you must cite 

sources that verify the information contained in the 

article. 
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• You do not need an account to edit articles

• To create articles you do need an account. This is 

free, and does not take long to set up.

• Because Wikipedia is a source of all information, 

there is a lot of information listed that guides you 

on how to edit articles.

AccountsAccounts
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• Wikipedia has its own special language that is 

used to format the content of articles. To see 

examples of different editing techniques visit these 

pages:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Cheatsheet

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:How_to_edit_a_page#Headings

Wikipedia MarkWikipedia Mark--Up LanguageUp Language
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First you need to log in to 

your Wikipedia 

Account.

In the Search Box, type 
the name of the article 

you want to create. You 
can only create an 

article that does not 
already exist.

Press Go or Search.

Creating An ArticleCreating An Article

1

1
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If the article you want to create doesn’t exist, a page like the one 

above will be displayed. This means you can create an article 
with the title you typed in. If you don’t see this page, it means 

an article with an existing title exists. You will have to come 

up with a different name to use.
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To create the page with this title click “Create the page”1

1
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You can insert information for the article, in the text box space. 
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Editing An ArticleEditing An Article

Some pages are partially 
protected, which means you 

have to be an established user 
to edit any content. If a page is 

not protected, and can be 
edited by anyone, a “edit this 

page” tab will appear.

To edit the article select the 

“edit this page” tab.

1

1
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Type in the changes you want to make, or additions you want to make to the 
article. In the above example, the highlighted text indicates we are adding 
and external link to the article.

Press Save page, to save changes you made.

1
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The End


